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The Honorable Martha Faller Clark. Chatrman
Gepate Energy, Lovironment and Beonomic Development Commitice

Legislative Office Building, Room 102
Concord: NEH 03301

Re: HEB 1405-FN pelative 1o regulating putdoor wood-fired hydronic heaters
Dear Chairman Fuller Clark and Members of the Commitiee.

The Department of Eavironmental Services (DES) 18 pleased 1o offer estimony in
support of House Bill 1403, as amended. which establishes requirsments for the sale and
use of outdoor wood-fired hydronic heaters. also know as outdoor wood hoilers. Ower
the past few years. DES has followed the efforts underiaken by reaional oreanizations.
states, municipalities and the 1.8, Environmental Protection Agency Lo assess the
envitonmental and health impacts ol outdoot waod-fired botlers.

Due to many factors, ouldoor wood-fired boilers are increasingly becoming the
nrimary method of providing space heating for some homes and other buildings. These
deviges also serve as d year-round heating source of hot water. SWImming pools and hot
whs. Over the past f2w years. DES has received & growing pumber of complaints from
citizens who live near private residences and commercial entities (hat use outdoor wood-
fired boilers. The basic desian of many auidoor wood-fired boilers on the LI.S. market
woday causes the fuel to hum incompletely, resultng in smoke and high particulate
ete combustion METEAses e release of harmiul air pallutants 10

i

emissions. This incompl
the atmosphere and the resulting smoke often creates nuisance condition,

In March of 2006 (revised June 20306, the Northeast States for Coordinated Air
1Jge Managementl (NESCAUM) published a repor Bled: “Assessment of Wood-Tired
Boilers.” Based upon sales dala abtained from outdoor wood- Gred boiler manufaciurers,
NESCALUM gstimated that national sales of these units nave been growing during the

past five years al Taics ol 30-128 pergent and cstimated that 1.981 of these units had been
wold in New Hampshire sinee Fas),

In 1988 the 1L.S Environmental Projection Agency adopied New Source
performance Standards for Residential Wood Heatmg Devices., including woodsioves and
selier stoves. These <landards apply 10 all devices manufactured afier 1990 and sold aler
1992 and establish particulate emission limits and complianee Lesting requirements.
However, these mandatory federal emission stundards do not apply © autdoor wood-fired
bailers. In January 2007, the EPA announced that it had antered into o Voluntary
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Parinership Agresment will 1en auldoor wond-fired boiler manutaetarers. which account
[ the manetactaring of 80 pereent of the units sold in the LLS, 10 estublish «ovoluntary
grehy Lhe manulacturers agreed 1o make cledner o odels available 1o

program wh
the new models must

sensumers beginning in the spring ol 2007, Under the agreement,
méet o Phase | enussion level ol (.6 pounds of particulate pes millicn BT o heat mpul
(1o wood bumned), Further, EEA has announced iLs intention Lo wlopt & more siringent

[1 voluntary emission limil ol 0,32 pounds ol particulate per million BTUs of heat
ative March 31, 2014, Under the BT A voluntary program, the maodels most be
v 1o verify thal they mest these smission fevels. These

"hase
output, cff
rested by an aceredited third part
new, cleangy unils are then identificd by an orange tag that shows haw thal specific model
compares to the EPA performance specilications.

LR 1405, as amended, has three major components. In particular, the bill
establishes Phase | and Phase 11 emission limits that mirror EPA’s voluntary program for
units that are sold in the state, specifies the permitied fuzls that can be burned. and
clarifies that municipalities can adopl and enforce land use ordinances and reculations
pursuant te RSA 674 and 675 and prevent and remove nuisances in accordance with RSA
147. Lastly, the bill requires [JES (o review emerging ouldoor wood boiler 1echnology,
mciuding the achievable emission limits and emission rates and report its findings and
recommendations on an annual hasic 1o the air pollution advisory committee established
aursuant to RSA 125-1:11

Thank you for the opporunity to provide lestmony. Should you have further
questions o7 need additional information, please feel free to contact Robert R, Scott,
Director, Adr Resources Division (271-1088. rohert seatti@des nh.oov) or Pamela G.
Monroe, Compliance Bursau Administrator, Alr Resources Division (271-0882.
pamela mo nrogicides.nhoov).

Sincerely,

R

Thomas S-Burack
Commissioner

L. Members of Senate Enargy, Environmen: and Ezonomic Development Committes
Sepalar Harald W laneway
Representative Gilman Shattuch
Representative David Bssex
Representative Ron Mack
Representative Barbara French
Representative Artha Tillere



